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The ESV Study Bible was created to help you encounter the truth of God's Word as a powerful,

life-changing reality. To accomplish this, it combines the best evangelical scholarship with the text,

which, as an "essentially literal" translation, is especiallysuited for Bible study. The ESV Study Bible

contains two kinds of words. The first is the actual words of the Bible-the very Words of God to us.

The second is the study notes, which are human words. The result is the most comprehensive study

Bible ever published-with new notes, maps, illustrations, charts, timelines and articles-the equivalent

of a 20-volume Bible study library.The purpose of the ESV Study Bible is to honor the Lord in terms

of excellence, beauty, accuracy of content and design and to help you come to a deeper

understanding of the Bible, the gospel and Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior. To accomplish this

goal, an extraordinary team was created, composed of 95 scholars and teachers from 9 countries

and nearly 20 denominations-including 50 seminaries,colleges and universities. With pages for you

to record marriages, births and deaths, the ESV Study Bible will be treasured for generations to

come.
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The ESV Study Bible has launched with eight editions: Hardcover, TruTone Nat Brown, TruTone

Classic Black, Black Bonded Leather, Burgundy Bonded Leather, Black Genuine Leather, Burgundy

Genuine Leather and Premium Calfskin Leather.In any edition the ESV Study Bible looks great. It is

contemporary in its coloring (white is dominant with orange accents in the hardcover) and in the



rectangle which shows up throughout (on the cover, to mark headings, and even as a bullet for lists

of information). The rectangle has no deeper significance than a simple design element. In an

interesting but effective design decision, the TruTone editions have this triangle stitched to the

cover. The leather editions have "ESV" in large gold letters on the spine with "Study Bible," "English

Standard Version" and "Crossway" in smaller gold type. The TruTone has the same text but with the

"ESV" embossed. The hardcover features black and orange backgrounds on the spine with the text

printed over top. The standard ESV guarantee applies to these Bibles, meaning that a customer

who discovers manufacturing defects during normal use can return the Bible to have it replaced with

one of equal or greater value.The Bible is made to be durable. It is smyth sewn which is the binding

process considered by many to be the best and longest-lasting method. It allows the Bible to lie flat

even on page one and on page 2,752 (at least in the TruTone). It is printed on "high-opacity,

high-quality French Bible paper" and in a single-column format with the cross-references in the

inside margin. The paper is thin and light but still sturdy. My two year-old put the Bible to the test

when she inadvertently stepped on it while it was lying open. The page wrinkled under her heel but

did not tear.

Of the making of many study bibles there is no end as perhaps Solomon might have said today

(Ecc. 12:12)! While there are many study Bibles that in my estimation would be better off having

never been printed there are also some study bibles which are extremely useful to the Bible student.

One such useful study bible is the ESV Study Bible which was released a couple years ago. The

study bible was embraced by many as a faithful study tool which served a comprehensive guide to

the Bible including such features as notes, introductions, essays on OT and NT theology and

literature, maps, concordances, and illustrations.A complaint that is commonly raised by those who

use the ESV Study Bible is the size and weight of the book. If any Bible qualified as a "tome" it is

definitely the ESV Study Bible. The size and weight was of course understandable in view of the

amount of content placed between its 2700+ pages. I have used the ESV Study Bible profitably in

the past and continue to do so but the size and weight always made it somewhat unwieldy. I was

therefore glad to see that Crossway was releasing a personal size edition which is significantly

smaller and lighter than the regular edition.I decided to compare the two editions to see what the

differences were.- The content of the two editions is exactly the same except that the articles found

in the back of the book (i.e. "Bible Doctrine", "Biblical Ethics", "History of Salvation", and "The Bible

and World Religions") have been removed in the personal size edition. While these articles are of

good quality, they take up about 150 pages and thus add more bulk to an already large book. The



personal size edition is without these articles making the book far more manageable.
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